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Christian Pedagogy 


In the general realm of teaching it is recog- 
nized that there are various methods of ap- 
proach. Many will say that the greatest teachers 


are those who teach their students how to think 


for themselves. 


Admitting such to be the case one would ven- 
ture the belief that in Christian teaching, as in 
Christian preaching, there is a central aim to 
produce faith. If I, as a teacher, have a firmly 
fixed faith in the great verities of Christianity, 
why should I not labour to produce a like 
faith in those who come under the influence 
of my personality and my teaching? 


If anywhere along the line, faith is shaken 
and the student finds himself denied the basis 
of faith itself and ,a nebulous basis of reason 
or hypothesis substituted, is that good Christian 
pedagogy? 


To be specific: by any interpretation is it 
good teaching to question the historicity of the 
resurrection? or the virgin birth? or the records 
of the supernatural in the Scriptures? 


Is it good teaching to suggest that, because 
He was man as well as God, Our Lord was 
therefore capable of erroneous beliefs and 
teaching? 


Is it good teaching to give to students as 
required reading books which openly and fla- 
grantly deny great sections of the Scriptures; 
eliminating or explaining away super- 
natural, while at the same time these dangers 
and denials are not pointed out and labeled 
for what they are? 


In very large measure the future of any 
church or group lies in the hands of those who 


teach in their colleges and seminaries. If there 


exists a theory of teaching which leaves the 
determination of truth or error entirely to the 
student then that would appear to be a very 
low concept of the privilege and responsibility 
of Christian pedagogy. 
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If those to whom is delegated the responsibil- 


ity of teaching have themselves had their faith 
shaken until they are no longer able to give 
a positive reason for their faith then it would 
seem that their calling should be elsewhere. 


There has rightly been criticism of those who 
have presented Christianity in terms of nega- 
tion, for Christ and His Gospel are gloriously 
positive. In like manner, those who assume 
posts of teaching in Christian institutions 
should themselves have a positive faith and 
glory in the privilege of leading their students 
into the same positive position. When the 
positive element is one of “positive uncertain- 
ties’’ it may be “teaching” but it is not Christian 
teaching. 


All of which leads us to say that Christian 
teachers have a duty and that duty is to 
strengthen faith, not hinder it. L.N.B. 


Can It Be? 


~America, a Second-Rate Power! ! 


We would not for one instant discount the 
fact that it is righteousness which exalteth a 
nation. Nor would we forget for one moment 
that our strength is in the’ Lord and not in 
armaments. | 


But, in the world in which we live, it is also 
a fact that lawlessness must be restrained by 
men of good will and righteous ideals who, when 
necessary, exercise physical force to curb evil. 


This obtains in every community where there 
are laws and police to enforce those laws. Abol- 
ish the power to execute judgment and evil 
will take over. One is not unduly pessimistic 
when he admits that it is only the fear of pun- 
ishment which restrains criminals and_ those 
with criminal tendencies and makes life safe 
for the community as a whole. | 


What has happened and is happening in 
America? Ever since World War II we have 
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laboured on the assumption that Communism 


and those nations dominated by it can be re- 


strained and contained by some measure of 
good-will, mutual recognition and the hope that 


the often repeated objectives of Communistic 


leaders are not to be taken at face value, but 


that Communism is really willing to go on living 


on a basis of peaceful co-existence with the rest 


of the world. 


Operating on this basic philosophy we have 
conferred with, accorded mutual respect to and 


continued to look on Communism as a bad 
dream from which we shall awaken some day 
to find all peace and light. 


During this era of wishful thinking, and look- 
ing away from realities, an almost unbelievable 
thing has taken place. Bewitched by Geneva 


and now lulled further by visits from Moscow — 


to London, America now finds herself on the 
verge of being a second-rate power. 


In his news analysis, broadcast over C.B.S. 
on Friday night, May 4th, Eric Severeid made 
the flat statement that for the first time in his- 
tory America is faced with the strong possibility 
of becoming a military power eclipsed by Russia. 


Already Russia has the largest submarine 


fleet in the history of the world.. She has the 
largest standing army in the world. There is 
strong reason to believe that her air-power now 
equals ours and is increasing at a rate far sur- 
passing ours. In the realm of nuclear science 


and atomic weapons, because of captured Ger- — 


man personnel and know-how, she is almost 
abreast of our latest developments. 


But, America has one potential for good to 
which Russia makes no claim and for which 
she has made no provision. In America men 
are still free to worship God and millions of 
them do put their trust in Him and honestly 
seek His will to do. It is in this area of life 
that America’s hope lies. It is in God that any 
and all men may seek refuge. 


As true as this is, why, oh why, do we con- 
tinue on a course which could mean our own 
national destruction and the plunging of the 
world into the darkness of a war from whieh 
civilization might never recover? 


On Sunday, May 6th, Dr. George Gallup, 
Director of the American Institute of Public 


Opinion, announced that in answer to the ques- 


tion: (The two leaders of Russia - Bulganin and 


Krushchev - have recently visited England) “Do 
you think they should or should not be invited 


to come to the United States to talk with Eisen-. 


hower and Dulles?” 


This Gallup Poll revealed that 51% of those 
questioned thought they should be invited; =“ 
opposed and 18% had no opinion. 


‘Two weeks ago a group of students at Prince- | 


ton University invited a convicted perjurer and 
traitor to speak to them and while the University 
authorities disapproved of his coming they per- 
mitted the students to have their way and Alger 
Hiss spoke. 


Today there is — disapproval of at- 
tempts to uncover Communistic infiltration in 
business, labor, government or education. For 
the first time in a decade a Communist can work 
with a sense of lessened tension and opposition 
on the part of those he is plotting to destroy. 


What has happened to America? Is this a 
type of battle fatigue? Is it the soporific effect 
of repeated propaganda barrages designed to 
teach that we can do business with Communism; 
that peaceful co-existence is the only alternative 
to war? ‘ 


We are. probably affected by a multiplicity of 
causes, not the least of which is our national 
determination to have’security, prosperity and 
good times at any cost, the surrendering of free- 
doms or otherwise. 


This writer, on his own initiative and with- 


out involving this Journal as an organization, 


would affirm again that the only right way to 
deal with Communism is to separate from tt. 
Within the country, where infiltration is proven, 
those guilty should be treated as spies and trai- 
tors. Outside of the nation there should be no 


diplomatic, political or economic ties whatso-— 


ever. This would not mean war. But, it would 
be the greatest single blow which could be aimed 


at the Communistic conspiracy around the 


world. Such a move would encourage those 
dormant and potential forces within Commu- 
nist - dominated countries, would discredit 
Communism before the world and would open 
the way for a completely new appraisal of na- 
tional and international morality. 


At the present rate of deterioration and in- 
difference; of complacency and compromise, the 
future is traly dark. We have changed but Com- 
$ not. We-are living in a twilight 
zone of wishful thinking, Communism is living 
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in a state of alert and active advance, capitaliz- 
ing on our own blindness and folly. 


Or, is it the writer who fails to sense our 
“improved position”? Are we (and those who 
’ think as we do) the ones who fail to grasp 
the situation? Is our present course in the af- 
fairs of the world a safe and realistic one? 


If the present trends are all right, then we 
are wrong. If, on the other hand, our thesis 
is Christian, and therefore right, our nation 1s 
headed for the brink of disaster. 


Because of our dilemma, Christians should 
pray earnestly for guidance. In a year when 
political parties promise Utopia in exchange 
for votes, basic issues and concepts are often 
pushed into the background. We are truly a 
God-blessed nation. But we have not responded 
to God’s goodness as we should. Nevertheless, 
within the nation there is a great host of men 
and women—the salt and the light of our social 
order—who owe it to themselves and to the 


world to pray that our eyes may be opened and_ 


that we shall determine our national and inter- 
national policies on a basis of righteousness, and 
nothing else. 


To that end we should pray daily. L.N.B. 


Paul and Bodily Resurrection 


According to the Easter accounts, the Risen Lord 
had a body with hands and feet, flesh and bones, 
Luke 24.39, ves “‘the same body which had been 
crucified,’ John 20.20,25,27.. He ate before the 
eyes of the Apostles, Acts 10.41, and commanded 
them to handle Him with their hands in order to 
show them that He was no mere ghost. But these 
facts are often challenged by inferences drawn from 


I Corinthians 15, verses 44-46 and verse 50. 


Several remarks may be made on this matter. 
First, some scholars, such as Dr. James Orr, 
posit a change in the body of the risen Christ 
at His Ascension to account for any differences 
between the Gospel of the Forty days and these 
verses in I Corinthians. While we mention this 
possibility, we do not endorse it. 


Secondly, Paul did not surrender the Jewish 
doctrine of the resurrection of the body for 
something like the Greek doctrine of the immor- 
tality of the soul. His doctrine was defended 
by the Pharisees who taught the resurrection 
of the body, and opposed by the Sadducees and 
the Greek philosophers who rejected it, Acts 
23.6-9; 17.31-32. | According to Paul, all the 
fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ in a 
bodily manner, Col. 2.9; and we look for the 
Saviour to change these bodies of our humilia- 
tion into the likeness of the body of His glory, 
Phil. 3.20. Paul starts the fifteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians with the common primitive 

\ } 
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Christian testimony to the resurrection, and 
his use of the figure of the seed and the stalk 
takes up an illustration much used by Jesus, 
cf. Jn.12.23f and several of the parables in the 
Synoptics. I Cor.15.55f looks back to Adam 
and the first creation, the Resurrection is a 
mighty act of God bringing in the new aeon 
in the last Adam. The whole is Christological, 
not philosophical. From Adam death, reigned 
as a tyrant; through Christ believers reign in 
life Rom.5.17. 


e’ Barth, M., Der Augenzeuge, p.251. 
c so Rengstorf, K.H., Die Auferstehung Jesu, 


p. 7%. 


Thirdly, Paul’s description of the body as 
sown in corruption, dishonor, and weakness and 
raised in incorruption, glory, and power indi- 
cates the greatness of the change wrought in 
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, as God’s de- 
cisive step on the way to the final erection of 
His Kingdom. But the body thus described 
does not thereby cease to be a body; it is not 
changed from a physical body into a_ ghost. 
Paul does not describe the body which is sown 
as a physical body. The use of the adjective 
physical in the RSV of I Cor. 15.44-46 is an 
error in the translation of the Greek. ‘The 
Apostle says: “it is sown a psychical (psycho- 
logical, animate, or natural) body.” 


In contrast thereto, the resurrected body is 
not a non-physical or ghost body. It is a 
Spiritual body in the sense that it was raised 
by the Holy Spirit, Rom.8.11, Jas.2.26, and the 
Spirit is the life principle thereof. The same 


~~two_adjectives, psychical (‘natural’) and Spirit- 


ual are contrasted in I Cor.2.13-15. Further, 
the adjective Spiritual in I Cor.10.3-4 does not 
mean that the manna in the Wilderness was 

non-physical or ghost bread, but real food given 
by the Holy Spirit. 


Fourthly, flesh and blood in I Cor. 15.50 
does not describe the physical side of man as 
against his mental and spiritual side, but rather 
it refers to human nature, generally sinful 
fallen humanity, in distinction from God _ or 
His Spirit, cf. Isaiah 31.3: Mt.16.17; Gal.1.16: 
Eph.6.12: Hebr.2.14.. Moreover in I Cor. 
15.50, flesh and blood is not the _ predicate 
but the subject of the — sentence. The 
sentence is not: the resurrected life will 
not be flesh and blood only spirit or soul. It 
is: flesh and blood, that is human nature de- 


-scending from Adam, cannot inherit the King- 


dom of God by. any worth, value or merit of 
our own - rather it will be changed by the 
Holy Spirit. Those who die in the Lord will 
be made alive at the coming of Christ, the 
life-giving Spirit. ‘Those who remain will also 


be changed, and made like unto His glorious 


body. W.C.R. 
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Missions and the Mystery 


of Marriage to Christ 


By George S. Lauderdale 


“This is a great mystery: but I speak concern- 
ing Christ and the Church.” 


Christians are married to:the Saviour. “Turn, 
O backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I 
am married unto you.” Jeremiah 3:14. Because 
the believer belongs to Christ, he is not to for- 
get and forsake Him but to abide in Him, and 
win many lost souls of the world to salvation. 


Faithfulness insures fructfulness. 


Spiritual wedlock with God’s Son is joyful. 


“Can the children of the bridechamber fast 
while the bridegroom is with them?” asked 
- Jesus, in defense of His disciples’ disregard of 
_ the mournful customs of unhappy religionists. 
_ He is the Bridegroom, as Psalm 45 also states, 
and His followers are His bride; in the joy of 


His salvation 


Christians teach transgressors 


_ God’s ways and sinners are converted to Him! 
_ This unhappy world needs such a glad testimony. 


A New Life Mate 


Before a person is born again he is not mar- 


ried to Christ but is in an adulterous and fatal 
embrace with sin. The Lord sets believers free 
from this unholy union by effecting their death, 
_ which always annuls the marriage tie, and makes 
_ possible a new and glorious life with Him. “Ye 
_also are become dead to the law by the body 
_ of Christ; that ye should be married to another, 
even to him that is raised from the dead, that 


Romans 7:4. 


we should bring forth fruit unto God.” 


Shameful are the offspring of men given to 


evil who have not through Christ died to sin 


and received Him as husband. “For we ourselves 
also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, de- 
ceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living 
in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one 


another.” Titus 3:3. Non-Christians everywhere 


today are being enticed by their own lusts, and | 
lust is conceiving, bringing forth sin, which 


when it is finished brings forth death. 


Instead, souls can be united to Christ and 
bring forth fruit unto God. “The fruit of the 


Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle- 


ness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.” 
Galatians 5:22.23. “The fruit of the Spirit is 
in all goodness and righteousness and truth... . 


Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works - 


of darkness.” Ephesians 5:9,11. Preaching 


Christ is as proper as it is merciful! 
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Ephesians 5:32. 


Faith, Purity Become the Bride 


The perfect Husband, Christ provides all our 
needs; let us trust Him therefore and seek first 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness. We 


can go into all the world and preach the gospel 


to every creature, caring nothing for what we 
shall eat or drink or wear because we are His. 


Christ, chiefest among ten thousand and 
altogether lovely, must have a spouse whose ap- 
pearance. is also comely, particularly in her 
heart which is open to God’s eyes. Sin lurks 


in the black recesses of the, souls of unregen- | 
erate men, but Christ loved the church, gave 


Himself for it-that He might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
Word, which discerns the thoughts and intents 
of the heart. His blood purges our very con- 
sciences! Hebrews 4:12; 9:14. 


Submit to Christ 


True believer, love your Husband and keep 
His command to go. and teach all nations and 
baptize them into the same fellowship with the 
triune God which you enjoy. Honor and rev- 


erence Him that His favor may rest on you. 


“For after this manner in the old time the holy 
women also, who trusted in God, adorned them- 
selves, being in subjection to their own hus- 
bands.”’ I Peter 3:5. | 


Be clean in order to know His nearness and 
also to-show the world that He is holy. “It 
is written, be ye holy; for I am holy.” I Peter 
1:16. Submit to His corrections for He would 
thus make you the more productive in winning 
souls. “Every branch that beareth fruit, he purg- 
eth it, that it may bring forth mere fruit.” 


John 15:2. 


AN APPEAL TO 
OUR SUBSCRIBERS 


Let Each One Try To Get One or 
More New Subscribers to The Journal 


See Back Page for Special Award Offer 
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(From “New Testament Evangelism,” 


by Wade C. Smith) 


Lesson No. 138 
- Tue Human EssenrmiAt ‘(Continued ) 


A Surrendered Will. After all, this is the most 
necessary of all the human processes in personal 
work: the will surrendered to Christ. As in 
every other thing His disciples are enjoined to 
do, our Lord set the example in this. The very 
Saviour whom we would present to lost men, 
Himself at the most critical moment in His 
earthly career submerged His will in the will 
of the Father. ‘Nevertheless, not my will, but 
Thine be done.’”’ We may recognize the com- 
mand, the authority and the urgency; we may 
have the most earnest desire to be a soul-winner; 
but if the will is not surrendered we will fail 
utterly. And, again, a once surrendering is not 
sufficient; there must be a continual surrender. 
Not only surrendering our.will to Christ, to 
obey His command, but surrendering to do the 
thing in the way He wants it done. There will 
be fresh surrender all the way, for it is human 
nature to be continually getting off the track, 
and it is necessary that God may be continually 
getting us back on. The devil delights in 
planting fresh seeds of wilfulness in already sur- 
rendered soil. One subjugation of weeds in the 
garden will not do for the summer; we are con- 
stantly having to chop them down, or the good 
seed will have no chance to bear fruit. 


There is another important thing about the 
surrendered will to Christ. It makes possible 
a very necessary and becoming humility. With- 
out humility the soul-winner will make little 
if any progress. The absence of humility is a 
sure sign of misconception of one’s status. If 
you are saved and on your way to heaven, it 
is not because of any merit of your own. “For by 
. grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not 
of yoursélves; it is the gift of God.” (Eph. 2:8) 
“For if a man think himself to be something, 
when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself’. (Gal. 
6:3) “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace 
unto the humble.” (Jas. 4:6). 


It is said that on one occasion, when the author 
of Pilgrim’s Progress came upon a poor, drunken 
sot in the gutter, he paused and said: “But for 
the grace of God, there lies John Bunyan.” We 
may not have been drunkards, thieves or roues; 
but if not, why not?’ God’s grace is the only 
answer. We can claim no credit if we are fairly 
decent citizens. Who gave you a praying mother 
and the Christian background, which was de- 
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must be humble. 


Here again our Lord leads in example, for 
He was meek and lowly. (See Matt. 11:29) He 
called His disciples to follow Him and become 
fishers of men. Have you ever seen a real fish- 
erman slashing around, making himself con- 
spicuous with a big noise? Far from it. His ap- 
proach is with quietness—as little fuss as pos. 
sible. Nothing more unpretentious than a fish- 
erman angling - if he is good at catching fish. 


(The next three lessons will deal with 
“THE METHOD” in soul-winning) 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, May 20, John 8:31-36. Jesus is speak- 
ing to those who have professed to believe in 
Him (vv.30-32). What is promised to: those 
who become true disciples of Christ (v.32) ? The 


truth Jesus speaks of is that which He learned 


from His Father (v.38) and that which was 
embodied in His Person (15:6). As you analyze 
the Jews’ reaction to Jesus’ promise (v.33) 
what element seems to be lacking in their under- 
standing? To what type of freedom were they 
referring? What type of slavery does Jesus feel 
is more real than political slavery (v.34) ? Think 
back to the sins in your life over which Christ 
has given you victory (v.36) and give Him 
thanks for true freedom. 


Monday, May 21, Romans 8:29-39. God knew 
who would be His and called them into His 
family (vv.29-30). It cost Him the life blood 
of His only Son to accomplish this (v.32). Now, 
therefore, God will spare no effort to accom- 
plish His purpose in our lives (vv.31,33,34,35- 
39). His purpose is that we be made into the 
likeness of His Son, Jesus Christ (v.29). If His 
purpose for us is also the purpose of our lives, 
is there any earthly thing that can keep it from 
being accomplished (vv.35-37)? Is there any- 
thing Satan or any of the powers of evil can do 
to prevent its fulfillment (vv.38-39) ? 


Tuesday, May 22, Ephesians 3:14-21. ‘“‘For 
this cause’ (v.14) refers back to the fact. that, 
due to the coming of Christ, Gentiles as well 
as Jews are included in the promises of God 
(3:4-6). “For this cause” Paul prays earnestly 
for the Gentile Christians at Ephesus (v.14). 
Paul can pray for them because God dwells 
within their hearts (v.20). What is the channel 
through which God lives within the Christian 
(vv.16b-17) ? Observe the tremendous resources 
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that are available to the believer because God 
dwells within (vv.16,20). What are some of 
the potentials in the believer’s life for which 
Paul prays (vv.17-19)? As.you hunger for the 
deeper things of the Spirit, do you realize what 


' great resources of grace are available to you 


(v.16) ? 


Wednesday, May 23, I John 1:4-10. 
6-10 are based on John’s statement about God 
in v.5. What does v.5 say about God? Each 


thought in vv.6-10 is introduced by an “if” 


clause. What does v.6 say about those who say 
they are Christians and yet persist in sin? What 
results from personal fellowship with God ac- 
cording to v.7? What do vwv.8-10 say about the 
Christian who says that there is no sin-in him 
(vv.8,10). The life of the Christian should be 
one centered in fellowship with God (v.7a), 
but the Christian should also realize that his 
old nature has not yet disappeared (v.8). What 
promise is there in v.9 for a Christian who sins? 
How is this possible (v.7b) ? Our sin is forgiven 
and our souls are washed clean (vv.7b,9b). Is 
your Christian life centered in fellowship with 


God? If you sin, do you immediately claim 


forgiveness and cleansing from that sin? 


Thursday, May 24, Isaiah 53. Read through 
the chapter and see what-aspects of the ministry 
of Christ you can find. What makes you think 
it is Jesus Christ who is referred to? What hap- 
pened to the servant of the Lord (vwv.2,3,7,8,9, 
10)? For what purpose did He endure this suf- 
fering (vv.4-6)? Does his suffering have any 
bearing upon you personally? Do these things 
seem to have been a part of the plan of God 
(vv.6,10) ? What was the attitude of the people 
of His time toward Him (v.3)? Can you ac- 
count for such an attitude? What is it about the 
Lord Jesus that has drawn you to Him? 


Friday, May 25, John 14:15-21. Christ prom- | 


ises to His disciples the Holy Spirit to be with 
them when He leaves. What phrases describe 
the nature of the Holy Spirit (vv.16,17,26,27) ? 
Because of the Holy Spirit, what relation will 
Christ have to His disciples (vv.18-20).? Why 
is it that the world is unable to know the 
presence of the Holy Spirit (v.17)? What con- 
ditions must Jesus’ disciples meet before the 
Holy Spirit is manifested to them (vv.15a, 


23a)? What should be the natural consequence — 


of loving Christ (vv.15,21,23)? We are enabled 
to obey Christ as He lives in us in-the Person 
of the Holy Spirit (v.19). Are you consciously 
aware of the presence of Christ dwelling in you 
in the Holy Spirit? Does this presence cause 
you to want to obey Him? 


Saturday, May 26, Luke 11:9-13. The disciples 
asked for instruction in prayer (v.1). Jesus 
gave the Lord’s Prayer (vv.2-4) and then the 


teaching of vv.5-13. What point about prayer 
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Verses 


does the parable of vv.5-9 teach? What promise 
is given to those who -“ask,” “seek,” “knock?” 
(vv.9-10)? What point does Christ make in 


vv.11-13 about answer to prayer? How do 
vv.11-13 make plain God’s willingness to answer 
prayer? Verses 2-4 give suggested areas for 
prayer when coming to the throne of grace. 
Think of each of the petitions of the Lord’s 
Prayer in terms of the insights into prayer given 
in vv.5-13. Will the Kingdom come (v.2) if 


you earnestly pray for it? What about the for- 


giveness of sins (v.4)? our daily food (v.1)? 
Are the themes of the Lord’s Prayer a part of 
your prayer life? : a 


Not One — But Seven Surprises! 


When you begin to tithe, you’ll be surprised 


1. The amount of money you have for the 
Lord’s work. 


2. The deepening of your own spiritual life. 


3. The ease with which you meet your own 
obligations with the 9/10ths. | 


4. The pleasure you'll find in larger giving. 


5. The soul satisfaction in practicing steward- 
ship of time, talent, possessions. 


6. A new appreciation of the goodness of God. 


7. Yourself for not adopting the plan 


JR. R. 


John R. Richardson says that 
this book has a “wealth of in- 
formation in clear and under- 
BIBL standable language.” 


sooner. 


pv ars 3 
dic 


* Clear and Concise 
Explanations 


@ Highest of 20th — 


868 Century Scholarship 
DICTIONARY OF THE. 
BIBLE 4th Rev. Ed. $5.95 
Gift Edition, Boxed, $7.50 
_ Order From 
THE 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVLLLE, N. C. 


PAGE 7 


ak- 
in 
he 
ed 
3) 
cy 
eel 
nk 
ist 
im 
is 
od 
W, 
ym- 
the 
is 
es, 
om 
ny- | 
do 
or 
al, 
rell 
stly 
4). 
nel 
jan 
ces 
( 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
, LESSON FOR MAY 27 


The Church In Asia Minor 


Background Scripture: Acts 12:25 - 15:35 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 49:7-12 


In our Devotional Reading from Isaiah we have a very definite prophecy concerning the 
entrance of the Gentiles into the Kingdom. 
highways shall be exalted. Behold these shall:come from far: and, lo, these from the north; and 
these from the land of Sinim.” Paul and Barnabas were the instruments in God’s hands of helping 
to make this prophecy come true. We study today what is usually called, Paul’s First Missionary 


“And I will make all my mountains a way, and my 


Journey. Barnabas and Saul had been sent to 
Jerusalem to carry the “Love Gift” which the 
Christians at Antioch had collected for the 
church at Jerusalem. (See 11:30 & 12:25) 


I. The Sending of the First Missionaries: 13:1-4. 


There were certain prophets and teachers in 
the church at Antioch, and as these ministered 
to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them. In these three 
or four verses we have some very important and 


fundamental principles given for the guidance — 


of the church in its missionary work. The most 
important fact is the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit. The Holy Spirit called Barnabas and 
Saul: “whereunto I have called them.” All true 
missionaries, and all true ministers, are called 
by the Holy Spirit., It is not a ministry or mis- 
sion which is originated and manipulated by 
men. The Spirit spoke to men and used men 


to formally ordain and send the missionaries | 


out, but the initiative was taken by the Holy 
Spirit. “Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you,” said Jesus to His disciples. In 
this case the Spirit chose the two men who 
were to be sent on this most important mission. 
He has various ways of calling men, and of 
making His will known, and it is our business 
to obey the call when it comes. The Holy Spirit 
has His part, and the church has her part. No- 
tice the two expressions: “They sent them 
away,’ (verse 3), and, “being sent forth by the 
Holy Spirit.””, Our Board of World Missions, 


representing the church, sends out our mission- . 


aries. Behind the “Board,” however, the Great 
Head of the church through the Holy Spirit 
must be the real power working through the 
church’s agencies. These men and women are 
ordained, as the first missionaries were, by prayer 
and the laying on of hands. We all know, how- 
ever, that if they are to be real messengers, they 
must be equipped for their work by the Holy 
Spirit. 

I].«Barnabas and Saul in Cyprus: 13:4-13. 


They departed from Seleucia and came to Cy- 
prus, that birthplace of Barnabas who was a 
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Levite from this large island. They preached 
first at Salamis in the synagogue of the Jews, 
and came on over to Paphos. Here they met. 
opposition in the form of a sorcerer, a false 
prophet and Jew, whose name was Bar-jesus, or 
Elymas. This man withstood the two mission- 


aries, trying to turn away the proconsul, Sergius — 


Paulus, from the truth. Then Saul, (from now 
on called Paul) filled with the Holy Spirit, 
rebuked him in severe terms and pronounced 
the judgment of God upon him: The hand of 
the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, 
not seeing the sun for a season. When the deputy 
saw what was done he believed, being astonished 
at the teaching of the Lord. Paul and his com- 
pany sail from Paphos and come to Perga. John 
Mark leaves them and returns to Jerusalem. 


III. Antioch, in Pisidia, (not to be confused 
with the other Antioch) 14-51, or 52. 


From Perga they come to this city in Asia 
Minor. They went into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day and after the reading of the Scrip- 
ture they were invited to speak. Paul preached 
to them, giving a short resume of the history 
of Israel down to the time of David. Of David's 
seed God promised to raise up a Savior and this 
promise was fulfilled in Jesus. He shows them 
how John the Baptist had pointed out this Jesus 
as the Messiah. ‘To them this word of salvation 
is sent. According to prophecy, which they read 
each Sabbath, but did not understand, they ful- 
filled this same prophecy in condemning Him 
to death, even when they found no cause of 
death in Him. Jesus was taken down from the 


cross and laid in the grave, “But God raised 


Him from the dead.” 


With this verse Paul comes to the main part 
of his sermon, the Resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead. This fact was proved by His being 
seen by competent witnesses for many days. His 
resurrection is also a fulfillment of Old Testa- 
ment prophecy, which he proves by quoting from 
Psalm 2, from Isaiah 55, and from Psalm 16, 
where the psalmist says, ‘““Thou shalt not suffer 
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thine Holy One to see corruption.” David died, 
and saw corruption, But He, whom God raised 
from the dead saw no corruption. 


Having shown them, both from witnesses and 
from Scripture, that Jesus had indeed risen from 
the dead, he now proceeds to tell them that, 

“through this man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins. All that believe are justified 
from all things from which they could not be 
justified by the law of Moses.” Here we have 
the. germ of the great doctrine of Justification 
by Faith, or by grace through faith which Paul 
elaborates in his epistles, especially Romans and 
Galatians. This is the heart of the Gospel. The 
church departed from this basic teaching and 


~almost perished, during the dark days preceding 


the Reformation. It was the rediscovery of this 
precious truth, and the earnest preaching of it, 


that revived the church. 


He next warns them very solemnly in the 
words of Habakkuk 1:5, Behold, ye despisers, 
and wonder, and perish: for I work a work in 
your days, a work which ye will in no wise be- 
lieve, though a man declare it unto you. Why 
do men stumble over the gracious offer of God 
to pardon all our sins because of the work of 


‘Christ? I suppose that pride and self-righteous- 


ness play a large part in this refusal. Salvation 
by grace does humble us, but it is the only sort 
that is available for a lost and ruined sinner. 


This sermon had, at first, a tremendous effect. 
When the Jews were gone out the Gentiles 
besought that these words might be preached 
to them the next Sabbath, and a great many 
of the Jews and religious proselytes followed 
Paul and Barnabas, who persuaded and urged 
them to continue in the grace of God. The next 
Sabbath day almost the whole city came together 
to hear the word of God. It looked as though 
there would be a mighty revival in Antioch. 
“But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they 
were filled with envy, and spoke against those 
things which were spoken by Paul.” This phrase, 
“But the Jews” is to become more and more 
familiar to us as we follow Paul in his journeys. 
The same spirit of “envy” which had caused 
the rulers to oppose and persecute and crucify 
Jesus, takes possession of the unbelieving and 
fanatical Jews and shows itself wherever Paul 
preaches. 


Paul makes it plain to them that God’s pur- 
pose will not be thwarted. It was necessary and 
fitting that the Jews should be given the first 
opportunity to accept Christ as their Messiah, 
and rejoice in that salvation. If, however, they 


refused to believe or accept the message, count- 


ing themselves unworthy of everlasting life, “lo, 
we turn to the Gentiles, for so hath the Lord 
commanded us saying, ‘I have set thee for a 
light to the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for 
salvation unto the ends of the earth.’”” (See 
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Isaiah 42:6 and 49:6). This was indeed “good 
news” to the Gentiles, and many of them glori- 
fied the word of the Lord and entered into 
eternal life. 


“But the Jews” - again we come to that phrase 
- stirred up the devout and honorable women 
and chief men and raised a persecution against 
them and expelled them out of their coasts. 


IV. At Iconium: 13: 51- 14:6. 


As in Antioch, a great number of both Jews 
and Greeks believed, but the unbelieving Jews 
stirred up the Gentiles and evil affected their 
minds against the brethren. The storm which 
was gathering did not break at once and for 
a long time they were able to speak boldly, and 
their preaching was attested by many signs and 
wonders done by their hands. The city became 
divided, and when an assault was made on them 
by the Gentiles and Jews and rulers, meaning 
to stone them, they were aware of it and fled 
to Lystra and Derbe. 


V. At Lystra: 14:8-28. 


They preached the gospel in all that region. 
At Lystra there was a man impotent in his 
feet, who never had walked. Paul, seeing that 
he had faith to be healed, commanded him to- 
“Stand upright on thy feet.” “And he leaped 
and walked.” ‘This miracle astonished the peo- 
ple and they began to acclaim them as “gods” 
come down in the likeness of men. They brought 
oxen and garlands and proceeded to worship 
them. This filled the missionaries with horror, 
and they ran in and stopped them, and besought 


_ them to turn from these vanities to the Liying 


God. 


Now the scene abruptly changes. Certain 
Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and- per- 
suaded the people and they drew Paul out of 
the city and stoned*him. He arose, however, 
and the next day departed to Derbe. After 
encouraging the brethren they returned to An- 
tioch (in Syria). 


VI. The Council at Jerusalem: 15:1-35. 
A turning point in the Church. 


GOWN S 
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Doren’ s Wor 


Her Face Shone 


This is a true story about a Japanese woman 
and the Gospel of Luke. Though it is true, we 
have never learned her name. We shall call 
her Mrs. Matsuyama. 


We learned about Mrs. Matsuyama from a 


missionary in Japan. He told us how, during one 


of his trips into the high mountains of the 
central part of the Island of Honshu, he met 
her. It was cold winter, and he had plodded 
through new snow to a small village. Eight 
women and one man were sitting on cold straw 
matting around a tiny charcoal fire in a poor 
farmhouse. They had come there to worship 
' and to hear the missionary. Together they sang 
_ hymns and prayed, and the missionary told us 
_ he remembered his sermon was about Jesus’ 
call to Matthew. 


There was one face that especially drew his 
attention. It was the face of one of the women. 
On her features were written peace and free- 


dom. The simple service of worship ended, and 


the missionary left the. village to walk back 
through the still cold to the railroad and then 
to his mission station in Tokyo. The man in 
the group walked with him, and it was from 
him that he gained an explanation of Mrs. 
Matsuyama’s radiance and peace. 


Her husband had died not long before. She 
was left with three children. It was 1952, and 
the collapse of Japan in the war was carved 
deep into the lives of her people. 


The death of a husband was a tragedy im- 
measurable. Mrs. Matsuyama sought comfort 
at the Shinto shrine and prayed in the name 
of her departed ancestors. She went to the Bud- 
dhist priest, looking for peace in her heart; 
she made a pilgrimage to the sacred temples of 
Kyoto; it was in vain. 


On one of the days, as she walked toward 
the village shrine, a schoolgirl came to her and 
brought her a_ booklet, much soiled and 
ragged. “Take it,” the girl said; “I found it 
on the street. Somebody must have lost it. I 


read it; there is a wonderful story about a man | 


who helps the helpless .. . ” 


Mrs. Matsuyama took the booklet. 
the Gospel of Luke. ~ 


She read it from beginning to end without 
stopping. Her life began again. Then she looked 
for Christians, but her whole district was un- 

8 


It was 
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touched by the Church. She traveled to another 
town and learned of a missionary who lived 
there. He baptized her. 


Our friend from Tokyo who told us this story 
said that the little congregation he found in 
her village was her congregation, sparked by 
her knowledge of the truth. 


Atheism on Some College Campuses 


Not long ago a rather frightening story ¢ came 
to our attention. 


A young man, reared in a middle-class, God- 
fearing home, went away to a famous technical 
institute in the East. He was a well-balanced, 
happy, even brilliant boy, with sound and serene 
religious convictions. 


In two years he changed completely. He was 
no longer calm and happy, but confused and 
defiant. He told his parents they were wrong 
about religion. He had learned, he said, that 
there is no God, and he had learned it from a 
mathematics professor! 


This professor, it seems, was a “good fellow.” 
He wore tweeds, smoked a pipe, and his home 
was always open to his students. There they 
gathered and talked things over. And there the 
professor planted his seeds of atheism. 


His tool was ridicule; not blatant, but gentle 


and “reasonable.” Religion, he argues, is a finle 


thing—for people who need it. But it is rather 


-ridiculous, he insisted, for intellectuals to make 


something real out of intangible ideas that can- 
not be proved by physical formulas. | 


There’s no telling how many young men this 
professor has poisoned. Nor is he alone. 


Some time ago a mother called on us, worried 
about her son who was in a small middle western 
college. He, too, had become an ardent disciple 
of a professor. This man, idolized by his stu- 
dents, taught that the Bible is a collection of 


' myths and folk-tales, interesting and valuable 


in a way, but certainly nothing to base one’s 
life upon. 


This young man, too, had become confused 
and unhappy. 


Too often a witty and brilliant professor be- 
comes the idol of his students. His influence 
is enormous. | 


Sometimes, we suppose,, the professor is sin- 
cere in passing along his atheism. Again, he 
may be a left-winger, proselyting in - cause 
of godless Communism. 


There aren’t many such men on our campuses. 
Most professors are sound, normal people who 
teach what they’re supposed to teach and let 
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it go at that. And most of them are good church 
people themselves. 


But it doesn’t take many to do a lot of damage. 
One professor in a thousand can poison and 
confuse scores of youthful minds in the course 
of a semester. 


What can we do? 
Two things, in our opinion. 


First, parents can prepare their boys and girls 


for such €ncounters. If a student has his guard. — 


up when a professor strays from his subject into 
religious subversion, he is not likely to get hurt. 
He might even start an argument with the pro- 
fessor and scuttle the whole thing at the start. 


Secondly, we should have some laws that 
would require any educational institution, sup- 
ported in any degree by public funds, to fire 
on the spot any professor or instructor caught 
teaching directly, or indirectly—on the campus 
or off it—that there is no God. 


—From Amarillo, Texas, Daily News 


How One Chairman Prepares for 
the Birthday Season 


(A letter to her fellow-chairmen) 
Dear Mrs. Livingston: 


Your letter was waiting for me when I returnéd 
to my home after having had a wonderful visit 
to Ybor City Presbyterian Mission at Tampa. I 
wish that I could have received your letter be- 
fore leaving for Florida and I would have gotten 
in touch with you via telephone during my visit 
there. 


One of our projects in North Carolina this 
year is working out an itinerary for a guest 


Church Extension speaker in each of our nine™ 


Presbyterials for the Church Extension Season. 
Last year we did this in eight Presbyterials, but 
we have a small mountain Presbyterial that was 
afraid to try it. We hope that we can be 100%, 
this year. I believe the most. effective ways to 
create interest in the work are: (1) Invite Home 


Missionaries and Staff Members to speak in our _ 


churches and visit in our homes so that our 
people can learn to know them personally. 
2) Plan “go-see’’ trips to nearby Home Mission 
fields. I feel that “one seeing” is worth a dozen 
“readings.” 


We have just recently had one of these “go 
see” trips. On February 10-14 we took 37 key 
women from our Synodical including our Synod- 
ical President via chartered Greyhound bus 


from Charlotte to Tampa for a tour of Ybor 


City and to learn first-hand of the work that is 


_ being done at our Mission there and of the pro- 
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posed expansion program in West Tampa. We 
made a tour of a cigar factory to learn some- 
thing of the working conditions of the people. 
Rev. Walter B. Passiglia (Director, Ybor City 
Presbyterian Mission) will speak in Mecklen- 


burg Presbyterial from May 20-25. However, 
we have been unable to secure speakers for the 
month of May for the other eight Presbyterials. 
We are depending on the 37 women who shared 
in the wonderful experience of visiting the Mis- 
sion to tell the story in their local churches. 
I have colored slides that we made at the Mis- 
sion which I plan to use as many times as is 
possible throughout the Synodical. 


On February 25 the following Synodical of- 


‘ficers will meet to work out plans for presenting 


our ‘T'wo-Fold Birthday Objective: President, 
Treasurer, Chairman of Stewardship, Chairman 
of Christian Education, and Chairman of 
Church Extension. We are asking each of these 
Synodical officers to write a letter to her cor- 
responding officer in the local churches, to ‘sup- 
plement letters that will be written by Presby- 
terial officers, concerning the Birthday Offering. 
For example: I will write to all local chairmen 
of Church Extension in the Synodical, a total 
of approximately 600 letters. 

With further reference to planning for the 
women of the Synodical to visit Home Mission 
fields, you might be interested to know about 
the trips that we have made during -the past 
few years: 


1952-53 Guerrant Presbytery (5 trips) by 
automobile. 


1953 Italian Mission, Kansas City, Mo., by 
plane. 


1954 Indian pretties Oklahoma, by bus. 
1956 Ybor City, Tampa, Florida, by bus. 


1956 In August a group of our women plan 
to visit Emmanuel Center, Baltimore, Md., by 
plane. 


I have written this letter hurriedly and am 
not sure that I have given you anything that 
will help you in your work. Of course, the most 
important thing of all is for us to study our 
Handbook very carefully from cover to cover 
and try to do as many of the duties that are 
outlined for us as we possibly can do. It is 
impossible for us to do everything that is sug- 
gested. Then, these other things should follow. 

I hope you plan to attend:the Church Exten- 
sion Conference. In the meantime, let me know 
about some of the things that you are planning 
to do in your Synodical. 


Sincerely yours, 


(Mrs. W. W.) Ruth F. McGinn 
Chairman of Church Extension 
North Carolina Synodical 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 27 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


What The Bible Says About Itself — 


‘Hymn: “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Psalm 19:7-14 

Hymn: “Lamp Of Our Feet, Whereby We 
Trace” 

Offering 

Hymn: “How Precious Is The Book Divine” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

(Supply the young people with Bibles, dis- 
tribute the references before the program begins, 
and ask them to read the verses at the proper 
time.) 

The Bible is a special book for us. We look 
to it for spiritual guidance and accept its teach- 
ing as true. What reasons have we for according 
this book such special honor? Throughout the 
' years God’s people have accepted the Bible’s 
estimate of itself. Our experience and the ex- 
perience of countless others assures us that we 
have not trusted the Bible in vain. We all have 
some idea of what the Bible says of itself, but 
in this program we shall try to put together in 
a systematic way some of the things which Scrip- 
ture says concerning Scripture. 


First SPEAKER: 


The Bible claims to be the inspired revelation 
of God. (Read II Tim. 3:16) The Bible also 
gives us:a definition for inspiration. (Read II 
Pet. 1:21) This means that God has made Him- 
self known through the agency of men who have 
written under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
That the Bible is the message of God is further 
indicated in the prefaces which many of the Old 
Testament writers used before their messages, 
such as: “Thus saith the Lord,” “The Word 
of the Lord came unto me, saying . . .”, and 
“Thus the Lord Jehovah showed me ..”. Christ, 
in His fifty-five recorded quotations from the 
Old Testament, evidently regarded them as the 
words of God. (Read Mark 12:36) Many other 
New Testament writers refer to Old Testament 
passages as the words of God or of the Holy 
Spirit. 


All of these references have referred to the 
Old Testament. What has the Bible to say con- 
cerning the inspiration of the New Testament 
writers? This is what Jesus said of the apostles: 
(Read Luke 10:16; also John 14:26 and Mark 
13:11). In I Corinthians 2:13 Paul speaks of 
his words as “that which the Holy Ghost teach- 
eth.” Concerning his message to the Thessa- 
lonians, he said, “when ye received the word 
of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not 
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wilderness. 


as the word of men, but, as it is in truth, the 
word of God...” I Thess. 2:13. Regardless 
of what men may say about the origin of the 
Bible, the Scriptures themselves claim to be 
inspired. | 


The Bible claims to be a lasting and depend- 
able authority, in matters of faith and life. (Read 
II Timothy 3:16-17) In this passage the Bible 
claims to be able to produce a perfect or com- 
plete spiritual product. It makes this claim be- 
cause it is authoritative in its ideas, ‘‘doctrine 
and reproof,” and in practical matters, “correc- 
tion and instruction in_ righteousness.” = In 
Psalm 19 it is claimed that the Scriptures can 


“convert the soul, make wise the simple, rejoice 


the heart, and enlighten the eyes.” 


Our Lord Jesus used the Scriptures to defeat 
Satan at the time of the temptations in the 
In the fifty-five references ‘Christ 
made to the Old Testament there are many 
appeals to the Bible as an authority. He even 
proves points by specific words indicating that 
He considers the very words to be authoritative. 
His quotations are taken from every section of 
the Old Testament Scriptures. He evidently 
considered all of Scripture to be true. Let us 
hear His exact words about the Scriptures. 
(Read Matthew 5:17,18) Now let us hear what 
He said about His own words. (Read John 
8:14, 16 and Matthew 24:35) . 


When the Bible claims to be able to produce 


a complete spiritual product, it claims to be — 


a fully sufficient guide for the spiritual needs 
of mankind. We know that the. Bible tells us 


_of the way to eternal life through Christ, and 


that is the most basic matter of all. Jesus warned 
the Scribes and Pharisees of the danger of sub- 
stituting tradition for Scripture saying that they 
taught “for doctrines the commandments of 
men.” Mark 7:7. The warning in the Book of 
Revelation could well be applied to the whole 
Bible. (Read Revelation 22:18,19). 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

The Bible tells us that it is a book which 
can be understood to those who come to it in 
faith. This is not to say that everything in the 
Bible is easy to understand, but it is to deny 
the idea that ordinary people are unable to 
interpret the Scriptures for themselves and that 
the church must tell them what to believe. The 
clarity of Scripture is indicated by these passages: 
(Read Psalms 19:86, 119:105, 130). The under- 
standability of the Scriptures and the right of 
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the people to interpret for themselves is implied 


in the words of Christ. (Read John 5:39) Con- 


cerning the Berean people it is written that “they 
searched the Scriptures daily. . . therefore many 
of them believed.” It is through the hearing 
and reading of the Bible that faith comes to 
us. (Read Romans 10:17). 


Of course, the church through its teaching 
ministry has the responsibility of helping the 
people in their study of the Bible. Scripture 
makes it clear that God honors the office of 
teacher, but even so, the people have the right 
to judge the teacher and his teaching, and the 
Bible is their standard of judgment. This was 


one of the great principles of the gan: Ha 


Reformation. Read Galatians 1:8. This pa 
sage shows that teachers, and even angels, ‘can 
be wrong, that the people are responsible for 
mgasuring the words they hear, and that the 


fandard .of measurement is the revelation we. 


ave already received in the Scriptures. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Quite naturally, we have not considered every- 
thing the Bible has to say about itself. We have 
chosen to consider some of the clearer state- 
ments and have given thought to some of the 
most important claims the Bible makes for 
itself. What we have observed should surely 
heighten our belief in the Bible and increase 


our devotion to God and Saviour Who is re-. 


vealed in this Book. 


Church News 


ADDITIONAL OVERTURES 


(34) Whereas, Mrs. Kate Bitting Reynolds left 
a large sum in trust for the relief and support of 
aged an infirm ministers of North Carolina, and 

Whereas, the Board of Annuities of the General 
Assembly make it a practice to reduce the amounts 
granted to ministers of North Carolina in pro- 
portion to the amounts paid to them by the Rey- 
nolds Fund, thus defeating the purpose of the 
Fund, which was intended by the Will of Mrs. 
Reynolds to give to the aged and infirm. ministers 
of North Carolina additional support over and 
above that granted by the Board of Annuities. 

Therefore, the Presbytery of Fayetteville re- 
spectfully overtures the General Assembly to re- 


<view the Board of Annuities and Relief‘in grant- 


ing aid and relief. 

(33) The Presbytery of Winchester respectful- 
ly overtures the General Assembly to clarify the 
reporting of ruling elders and deacons in the sta- 
tistical reports of sessions and presbyteries as to 
active or inactive status or both. 


Announcement: Rev. and Mrs. J. V. N. Tal- 
mage announce the marriage of their daughter 
Janet Crane Talmage to Dr. Frank Goulding Keller 
Wednesday, April 25, 1956, in Chunju, Korea. Both 
the bride and groom are medical missionaries em- 


ployed in the Presbyterian Medical Clinic in Chunju, | 


Korea. 


MAY 16, 1956 


The ceremony was performed by Rev. R. K. 


- Robinson of Mokpo. The couple are taking a short 


honeymoon in Japan, will reside in Chunju, and 
will continue their work in the Presbyterian Hos- 
pital there. 


THREE MODERATORS: to — Rev. 


J. McDowell Richards, D.D., Moderator General 
Assembly; Rev. O. M. Anderson, D.D., Moderator 
Synod of Louisiana; Elder J. H. Nelson, Moderator 
of Red River Presbytery. This picture was taken 
at the Laymen’s Convention recently held at Ala- 
bama Presbyterian Church, near Ruston, La., by 
George Crosby, of Bastrop, La. 


Davidson, N. C. — James R. Morrill, III, David- 
son College senior from Winston-Salem, has been 
awarded a $1500 graduate fellowship by Tulane 
University. 

The award is for one year, and will enable him 
to pursue the M.A. degree in history. It is one 
of nine such fellowships given by Tulane to ap- 
plicants from all over the United States. 

J. Harold McKeithan, Jr., of Winston, Salem, a 
senior at Davidson College, has been named a 
Rockefeller Brothers Theological Fellow following 
nation-wide competition. 

- He will study this fall at the Union Theological 
Seminary of Richmond, Virginia, under the fellow- 
ship, which is valued at $1,025. 


Report on Meeting of 
Winston-Salem Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem convened for 
its 75th Stated Meeting at the Glendale Springs | 
Presbyterian Church, Glendale Springs, N. C., May 
1, 1956, at 10:00 a.m. 26 ministers and 29 ruling 
elders were enrolled. The Devotional Service in 
charge of the retiring moderator featured the sing- 
ing by the choir of the Glade Valley School. 


The Presbytery was called to order by the re- 
tiring moderator, the Rev. James R. Jackson, and 
the Rev. R. E. Hildebrandth was elected Moderator. 
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The Glendale Springs Church, located in the 
heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains, is one of a 
large Home Missions Field served by Dr. John W. 
Luke. It is doing an outstanding piece of work 
in this area. 

Three ministers were received: the Rev. Ralph 
L. Underwood from the Presbytery of Fayette- 
ville - he will be installed pastor of the Southmin- 
ster Church, Winston-Salem, June 3. The Rev. 
Percy Carter, an ordained minister in the American 
Baptist Convention, was received upon examination. 
He takes charge of the new Négro work located 
in the Dellabrook Community of Winston-Salem. 
The Rev. Archie W. Jones, an ordained minister 
in the Moravian Church, was received upon exam- 
ination and will be installed pastor of the Meadow- 
view Church, Lexington, N. C., June 24. 

The Rev. James R. Jackson’s pastoral relation 
with the Jefferson Church was dissolved and he 
was granted a letter of transfer to Westminster 
ately sie to take charge of a church in Tampa, 


a. 

Dr. Harold J. Dudley, Executive Secretary of 
the Synod and Mr. Voyt Gilmore, Director of the 
Campaign to raise $3,500,000.00 for the Consoli- 
dated College, were present; the latter spoke on 
the progress of the Campaign. 


Dr. James M. Carr of the Assembly’s Board of 


Church Extension was present and spoke briefly 


on the work of his department. 


The chairman of the Presbytery’s Committee on 
Church Extension, the Rev. Graham McChesney, 
and the Rev. P. J. Garrison, Jr., Executive Secre- 
tary of Church Extension, spoke on several prom- 
ising projects for Church Extension in the Wins- 
ton-Salem area. Presbytery authorized the pur- 
chase of several sites for future use. 


The next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery will 
be held at the First Presbyterian Church, Winston- 
Salem, September 11, 1956. 


J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk 


Nashville, Tenn. — The Board of World Missions 
in Nashville announced that it has received word 
of the April 10 arrival of a son, Nelson Bell, in 
Chunju, Korea, to Rev. and Mrs. John N. Somer- 
ville of our Korean Mission. 


Mr. Somerville is the son of Rev. and Mrs. 
W. G. Somerville of Barnardsville, N. C. He re- 
ceived his education at Presbyterian College and 
Columbia Theological Seminary. He is a member 
of Asheville Presbytery. 


Mrs. Somerville is the former Miss Virginia Bell, 
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Nelson, Bell of Montreat, 


N. C. She is a graduate of Wheaton College, and | 


Johns Hopkins Hospital School of Nursing. She 
is a member of the Montreat Presbyterian Church. 


Memphis, Tenn. — At a meeting of the Memphis 
Presbytery, held April 24 at Frayser Presbyterian 
Church, the Rev. Norman B. Gibbs was elected 
to a three-month term as moderator. Mr. Gibbs 
is the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in 
Jackson, Tenn. 


The Presbytery accepted the resignation of the 
Rev. A. Clarke Dean in order that he might con- 
tinue his service at another church. Mr. Dean, 
the pastor of Buntyn Presbyterian Church, will 
become associate pastor of Myers Park Presbyterian 
Church in Charlotte, N. The resignation of 
Rev. Charles A. Harper was also accepted at the 
meeting. Rev. Harper, pastor of the Frayser 
Church, has reached the church’s retirement age 
of seventy. | 


The Rev. E. M. Nesbitt, Central Treasurer of 
the Presbytery, announced that member churches 
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gave $76,000 to benevolent causes during January, 
February and March. 

- The next meeting of the Presbytery will be 
July 17, at Marl Bluff Church near Henderson. 


Change of Address: 
Rev. John B. Pridgen, Jr., from Statesboro, 


Ga., to P. O. Box 6065, North Augusta, S. C., 
Fairview Presbyterian Church. 


Nashville, Tenn. — Dr. Marshall Scott, Dean 
of the Presbyterian Institute of Industrial Rela- 
tions at McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, 
gave the key address at a Synod-wide young peo- 
ple’s retreat in Tennessee. 

The Tennessee- Synod Spring Retreat for young 
people was held at Nacome Camp on April 20-22 
and had for its theme, “Tall Buildings and Little 
Men.”’ Some 167 college students attended. 


Houston, Texas — A‘call to make “churches the 
focal point for seven days a week activity, not 
just Sunday alone” was sounded in Houston by 
Hal Hyde, Secretary of the Urban Church Depart- 
ment of the Board of Church Extension. At an 
April city-wide conference on churches and the 
changing city, sponsored by the research and sur- 
vey committee of the Council of Churches, Mr. 
Hyde said that this could be achieved by proper 
planning before a church was built. 

He gave as examples of proper planning, picking 
a location near a community focal point, such as a 
school or shopping center, and building on a site 
of from three to five acres so that parking, land- 
scaping, and recreation could be provided for. 


San Antonio, Texas — The Rev. Joel E. May, 
Minister of Education of the First Presbyterian 
Church of San Antonio, Texas, has been called 
by the same congregation to become the Associate 
Minister. He will serve in the fields of Education 
and Administration. 3 


BOOKS 


BIBLE DOCTRINE: A Junior High Workbook 
on the Westminster Shorter Catechism. Unit One; 
Book Two. Dorothy Partington. The Committee 
on Christian Education, the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, 1955. $1.50, 
Teacher’s edition; $1,25, Student’s workbook. 

Not long ago our review of Book One of this 
series of four workbooks appeared. Book Two 
has now been published and merits every bit of 
praise paid to the first. The author is well qualified 
in training and experience to present Bible doctrine 
based upon the Shorter Catechism that is both 
true to the Bible and relevant to the needs and 
problems of young people. The author is not con- 
tent that the answers of the Catechism be mem- 
orized without understanding; therefore the work- 
book-discussion approach is used. 

Book Two follows the same form as Book One. 
There are fifteen iJessons with such titles as: 
Christ As Our Prophet, The Way to God, Dead 
Men Live! Growing in Goodness, The Christian’s 
Hope, etc. A question from the Shorter Catechism 
is printed at the beginning of each lesson, and the 
pupil is sent to the Bible to find the answer sub- 
stantiated and to his everyday life to see its ap- 
plication. The pupil is always driven to see the 
beliefs of the Christian Faith as directly related 
to his own needs. The workbook supplies space 
for answers to completion, multiple choice, true- 
false, and essay type questions. In addition, the 
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fine illustrations attract even the interest of adults. 

This workbook carries us through question 38 
of the Catechism, completing the section of “what 
man is to believe concerning God.” “The doc- 
trines covered in this part of the catechism are 
basic to a profession of faith on the part of the 
children. Every bit of Biblical knowledge and 
teaching skill which you have should be directed 
to clarifying each child’s understanding of the per- 
son and work of Christ and to confront him with 


the question, ‘Have I put my faith in the Savior?’” | 


We who have so long, suffered from the lack 
of regular catechetical instruction now have no 
excuse for not presenting our young folks with 
the best material possible for a vital and intensive 
study of the basic doctrines of the Reformed Faith. 
These workbooks could easily be used in communi- 
cant classes or vacation Bible school, but the wealth 
of suggestive material could also be put to use in 
Senior High Fellowship groups or serve as well as 
the basis for midweek doctrinal studies for the 


whole church. 
—Albert H. Freundt, 


THE ORDAINED LAMPSTAND. Edwards E. 


Elliott. 10 cents. ARE YOU A BIBLICAL BAP. 


TIST? George M. Marston. 15 cents. The Com- 
mittee on Christian Education, the Orthodox Pres- 
byterian Church, Phillipsburg, N. J., 1955. 

These two booklets represent efforts on the part 
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to give Chris- 
tians some understanding of their relations to the 
visible church and its sacraments. Mr. Elliott 
points to the Biblical teaching that the visible 
church is present when preaching is based upon 
the Word of God, when the sacraments are admin- 
istered with discretion, and when there is a rec- 


ognized discipline. He gives brief attention to the — 


Scriptural evidence for Presbyterian government, 
mentioning additional material for further reading. 
He stresses the obligations and responsibilities for 
corporate witness and worship involved in mem- 
bership vows. By demonstrating that the visible 


. church is inescapable, he indicates that those who 


belittle the organized churches are removed from 
the Biblical and Presbyterian concept of the nature 
of the church. 

Mr. Marston has prepared an excellent book- 
let on the Calvinistic view of baptism. After 
referring to Scripture, he concludes that baptism 


signifies cleansing from sin and union with Christ 


and that it is rightly performed by sprinkling. 
But this is not done without examination of the 
alleged immersion passages. The right of the chil- 


dren of believers to baptism is based upon the 


doctrine of children as included in the covenant 
of grace. The names of more advanced books on 
the subject are listed for those who wish to do 
further study. These two booklets are fine exam- 
ples of tracts that can be put into the hands of 
members of all Presbyterian churches to give indi- 
viduals some understanding of :their beliefs and 
supply them with information for those who would 
oppose the Biblical basis of our church and sacra- 
ments. Both are well written and inexpensive 


enough for wide distribution. 
—Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Educational excellence. Member Southern As- 
sociation College and Secondary Schools En- 
dowed. Christian emphasis. A.A. and A.S. 
degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. 
Personal attention. Scientific tests. Athletics. 
Two-year business course. Preparatory depart- 
ment with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. Mod- 
erate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer Scheoe) 
begins June 9, 1956. 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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to strengthen faith: 


published 
May 21 


Hunter B. Blakely 


Successful author, minister, seminary pro- 
fessor, college president—all these are in- 
gredients in the career of Dr. Blakely, who 
is now Secretary of Higher Education for 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. ‘ 


His biography of the rich ministry of 
Brother Bryan of Birmingham—Religion in 
Shoes—is now in its fifth edition. 


Publication of his new book comes at a 
time when Dr. Blakely is busily engaged 
throughout the Church. with the 1956 Year 
of Emphasis on Christian Higher Education. 


I Wager on God begins with the necessity 
for wagering everything you have on God 
His plan for man’s salvation 
Christ. — 


Dr: Blakely believes that man should use 
all his mental powers to develop his spiritual 
resources and live his Christian faith. 


Here is a vigorous message from an earnest 
Christian, written with a prayer that it may 


encourage others to build their faith around 
the everlasting Cornerstone. 


Book Stores 
Box 6217, Atlanta 8, ‘Georgia 
Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 


Please send me ________- copies of 


I Wager on God at $3 


Name . 


Address _.. 


PAGE 15 


| 
| 
| 
cash [_] charge | 


